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I’m sure we’ve all heard 

the phrase ―hurry up and 

wait‖.  We hurry through 

traffic only to get to the 

intersection and have to wait on the light 

to turn green.  We press the call button 

for the elevator button 50 times only to 

find out that we can’t just go straight to 

our floor.  We may even press the 1 or 5 

on the keypad while trying to skip some-

one’s voice mail message only to find out 

that neither of them works.  Either way, 

we’ve all been there at some point in 

time.  But when we’re waiting on God 

none of those things will work. 

 

I’ve had quite an experience waiting on 

God to do some things for me, but one 

thing in particular is the completion of the 

repairs to my home when it was damaged 

almost five years ago from the hurricanes 

that swept through Gainesville.  I couldn’t 

imagine why my house was the only one 

not just on my block, but in my neighbor-

hood that had such extensive damage.  It 

was two years before God revealed to me 

that I had told him that I was in need of a 

lot of repairs and didn’t have the money 

for them. 

 

After having waited for the right people to 

come along, God answered yet another 

prayer and put me in the path of someone 

with a wealth of knowledge and skill when 

it comes to home building and repair.  

Waiting on God has proven to be the best 

and only way that I could have gotten 

what I needed to fix my home.  Although 

I’ve complained and had a pity party or 

two (or three….let’s be honest) I’ve al-

ways come back to the conclusion that 

God would not bring me this far to leave 

me. 

 

Waiting often places us in uncomfortable 

positions, especially if things are not go-

ing our way while we wait. I have learned 

that God sees the conclusion before the 

process ever begins and if we hold on, 

we’ll make it to our expected end.  Don’t 

be anxious or fret.  Believe better is com-

ing: ―...for in due season you shall reap, if 

you faint not‖ (Gal 6:9).   
 

                   - Jennifer Jackson 

WHY WAIT?    

Welcome to Divinity!  God has blessed us to continue sharing this great publication.  

We are honored to release our third edition, filled with natural and spiritual insight to 

nourish your soul.  Also, we look forward to giving you practical tips designed to foster 

personal growth during this quarter. 
 

This edition includes information on education, combating complacency, appreciating 

struggles, overcoming storms while waiting, and planning tips for financial security.  

Feel free to e-mail us with topics you’d like us to include in upcoming editions.  We look 

forward to continually serving you.  Please know that in addition to reading  our news-

letter, we’d like you to visit our website at www.divineministry.net for information 

about our released book (Daddy, Where Are You?), how to set up speaking engage-

ments, and to see our gallery which includes photos, as well as audio and video ser-

mons.  We declare that you are blessed!  Thanks for your support. 
 

                                                       —Evangelist Anntwanique D. Edwards, Ed.S. 
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Proverbs 24:10 

 

[If] thou faint in the 
day of adversity, thy 

strength [is] small.  

 

Exodus 3:2 

 
òAnd the angel of the 
LORD appeared unto 
him in a flame of fire 
out of the midst of a 
bush: and he looked, 
and, behold, the bush 
burned with fire, and 
the bush [was] not 
consumedó  

Divine Ministry is very proud to have been afforded a chance to proclaim the Gospel 
through Evangelist Anntwanique Edwards on another international platform.  Tues-
day, June 30th, was a day to be recorded in Divine Ministry History.  Evangelist Ed-
wards was blessed to have been suggested as an inspirational speaker for the  10:30 
pm ―Revival Fire‖ services held at the Tampa Convention Center in Tampa, Florida.  
The services were a part of the International AIM (Auxiliaries in Ministry) for the 
Church of God in Christ.  Services were hosted by the International Evangelism De-
partment, where Evangelist Dorinda Clark-Cole presided.  Evg. Edwards had 10-15 
minutes to inspire those in attendance and we believe God allowed it to be so.  She 
preached a word entitled ñCAVE TALK:  So Easy, A Caveman Can Do Itò (Ps. 
142: 1 -5).  Since that time doors have begun to open that men are unable to shut!  
(Rev 3:8) Unfortunately, the services were not taped.  We hope at least one person 
who recorded it on a cell phone will upload it on You Tube.  For those who have re-
quested the tape, we apologize, but may God bless you for your faith in this ministry.             

International AIM 2009 - òREVIVAL FIREó 

Let it Burn 

 

Winston Churchill once said, ―A pessimist 

sees the difficulty in every opportunity; 

an optimist sees the opportunity in every 

difficulty.‖  Too often we miss the oppor-

tunities presented to us in our daily lives 

because they are hidden in the guise of 

adversity, hardship, struggle and pain. 

  

With this in mind, consider the forest 

fire.  When it occurs naturally it seem-

ingly destroys vast expanses of beautiful 

and lush woodlands, temporarily dis-

places animal populations, and leaves 

acres of charred and barren scenery in its 

wake. However, these fires also remove 

unnecessary underbrush, reduce the den-

sity of trees competing for the same 

space, and unlock the seeds of various 

plant species that otherwise could not 

regenerate.  In fact, scientists and ecolo-

gists no longer try and suppress forest 

fires and will often implement controlled 

burns because these fires allow the eco-

system to be reset and prevent the onset 

of hotter, more uncontrollable fires. 

  

Now consider the fires that may be burn-

ing in your life right now; the unexpected 

hardships that are destroying the beauti-

ful scenery of what you think your life 

should be.  Are you too focused on the 

heat to see that there are some unneces-

sary things being removed from your en-

vironment?  Can you tell that there are 

seeds of opportunity being unlocked 

within the flames?  Do you realize that 

this fire may be pushing your reset but-

ton and giving you a second chance on 

some things you missed before? 

  

Perhaps it is time to reevaluate how we 

perceive the difficult situations in our 

lives.  Yes, they may be uncomfortable 

and sometimes they seem downright un-

bearable.  However, our responsibility in 

these moments is to choose to live 

through them, and thereby overcome 

them.  If you can do that, you will see 

something emerge that is better than 

what was there before.  I can’t wait to 

see what comes out of your ashes! 

                                                                    

- Elder Lorenzo Savage II   



Complacency Out 

Isn’t it easier to be complacent than to be accomplished?  Many times we find our-

selves grumbling over being at a standstill.  We wonder why we do not have any 

mobility.  We question what is happening in life that has caused us to become stag-

nant.  Then, the next step is generally to blame everything and everyone besides 

ourselves.  It must be the economy, lack of education or time that prevents one 

from moving forward, right?  Yet, if that was truly the case, then why are there so 

many people who were impoverished, uneducated, and up against great odds who 

can testify to great achievements in life? 

 

I believe the answer lies in the difference for them to find inward strength and use 

their obstacles as building blocks for success.  God has empowered you to be victo-

rious.  You must begin to believe the words of Jonathan Nelson’s song that pro-

claims, ―my name is victory‖.  Everything that has worked against you should also 

have supplied you with greater strength, character, and knowledge.  Use those 

things to help you move forward now.  Write your vision and then begin to act on 

it.  Ask questions that will help you obtain knowledge for YOUR success.  Attaining 

your victorious status is a journey, but it is within reach.  Don’t get weary in your 

well doing (Gal 6:9).  Continue to press until you get your prize (Phl 3:14).  Tell 

yourself that staying in the same place forever is not acceptable.  Want More.  Do 

More.  Earn More. 

 

The race is not given to those that finish first.  Instead the reward goes to those 

who complete it, but we cannot finish with faith only. ―Faith without works is 

dead‖ (James 2:20).  You actively engage in faith through your actions. True en-

durance resembles movement and stagnation opposes it. It’s time to throw com-

placency out!  You must redeem the time and get moving, you have much to ac-

complish.  You can get it done if you start now.  It’s hard, but not impossible.   

 

- Evangelist A. D. Edwards, Ed.S.      . 
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The race is not given 

to the swift, but to 

he that endures until 

the end.  

―Nay, in all these 

things we are more 

than conquerors 

through him that 

loved us‖ (Rom 

8:37)  

 

―And they over-

came him by the 

blood of the Lamb, 

and by the word of 

their testimony; 

...‖      (Rev 12:11) 

We’re on the web!

www.divineministry.net 

OUR CALENDAR of UPCOMING ENGAGEMENTS 
Friday, July 10  

Dayspring Missionary Baptist Church (Gainesville) 

Usher Board Anniversary...7pm 

 

Sunday, July 12  

Generation, COGIC (Gainesville) 

Sunday Worship Service...12 pm 

 

Saturday, August 1  

Unity Tabernacle, COGIC  (Ocala) 

Youth Jam Service...7 pm 

 

Sunday, October 18  

Greater Liberty Hill AME (Gainesville) *photo taken from FL Central 2nd Eccles. Jurisdictional AIM 2008, Tampa, FL 

Usher Board Anniversary...3pm   
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Take Control of your 

Financial Future 
 

The Three-Legged Stool Has Begun to Wobble 

For years, financial experts used the analogy of a 
three-legged stool to demonstrate the main 
sources of retirement income: 

 Company Pensions 

 Social Security 

 Personal Savings 

 

Together, the three legs represent a stable source 
of income … but company pensions are on the en-
dangered species list, with the number of employ-
ers offering company pensions shrinking from 
114,000 in 1984 to 31,000 today. And Social Secu-
rity is feeling the squeeze as more Baby Boomers 
reach retirement. 

 

What does this mean for you? 

Because two-thirds of the retirement stool have all 
but vanished, it’s up to you to fund your retire-
ment. Some financial institutions can help you get 
started for as little as $25 per month. Sit down 
with a securities-licensed representative to learn 
the basics of investing – it’s never too late to get 
started – and plot your course to financial security 
in retirement! 

 

*Don’t forget to Pay Yourself 

The first step to financial security isn’t more 
money. The first step is to put yourself at the head 
of the line after you give to God. That means put-
ting your family’s future ahead of the landlord, the 
electric company and all the other demands on 
your money. I truly believe paying yourself first 
puts you in the best position to achieve financial 
security. 

 

The Three Accounts You Need 

To build a complete savings program, I believe 
most people need three types of basic accounts: 

1.  Emergency Fund  – for unexpected emergen-
cies 

2.  Short -Term Savings  – for big-ticket items like 
vacations or a computer 

3. Long -Term Savings  – for you retirement, col-
lege for the kids, etc. 

 

* Giving your tithes and Blessing God first 
should go with saying!  

- Kerry Rivers  

There’s an old saying that says, ―don’t put all your 
eggs into one basket.‖ This adage speaks to the 
very heart of this month’s topic: Diversification.  
According to InvestorWords.com, ―diversification is 
a portfolio strategy designed to reduce exposure 
to risk by combining a variety of investments such 
as stocks, bonds, and real estate, which are 
unlikely to all move in the same direction. The 
goal of diversification is to reduce the risk in a 
portfolio.‖  

 

As you take inventory of your personal assets and 
investments, it’s important to have a good mix-
ture. Consider the stock market crash of 1929. 
After World War I the 1920’s was a time of great 
prosperity for many who found wealth in the stock 
market as a result of the industrial and technologi-
cal breakthroughs the war afforded. All was well 
until the stock market crashed in 1929, much to 
everyone’s surprise. However, those who did not 
have ALL their investments tied into the stock 
market did not feel the blow as bad as others.  
Why? Because they had a diversified portfolio that 
was not dependent upon one category of invest-
ment! 

 

―Cast thy bread upon the waters:  for thou shalt 
find it after many days. Give a portion to seven, 
and also to eight; for  thou knowest not what evil 
shall be upon the earth‖ (Ecclesiastes 11:1, 2). 
Even the Bible gives us instructions on diversifica-
tion. This scripture references the prominent grain 
trade, back in biblical times, and illustrates the 
need to take some risk by casting the bread upon 
the water.  However, verse two advises to divide 
your portions to seven, even eight!  

 

Diversification can be extremely simple. For start-
ers, consider opening a savings account and move 
some of your assets from your checking account 
into savings. After you have built up a nest egg 
there, perhaps you might consider mutual funds or 
bonds to compliment your checking and newly 
opened savings account! During tough economic 
times, we must protect what God has given us and 
one strategy to help us protect (reduce risk) is 
through diversification.   

- Christopher Thomas, Sr. 

òSPREAD IT OUTó 


