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Welcome to Divinity!

Welcome to the second edition of Divinity! We pray you enjoyed the arti-
cles we provided in our January edition. We hope to bless you even more this time.
In this issue of Divinity, you will find tips for maintaining a strong marriage, solid
advice for purchasing life insurance, guidelines for keepin’ it real without arrogance,
and specific money management ideas. Dig into this edition and find God’s treas-
ure for your life! May this edition help you live effectively for Christ. Be blessed.

Evangelist Anntwanique D. Edwards, Ed.S.

Foundations for a Solid Marriage

“"What God has joined together,
let no man separate”

Matthew 19:4-6

Love, trust and forgiveness are
the foundations necessary for a solid
marriage. In marriage, many days will
bring happiness while other days may
be sad. But together, two hearts can
overcome everything. In marriage, all
of the moments won't be exciting or
romantic, and sometimes worries and
anxiety will be overwhelming. But to-
gether, two hearts that accept will find
comfort together. Recollections of past
joys, pains, and shared feelings will be
the glue that holds everything together
during the worst and most insecure mo-
ments. Reaching out to each other as a
friend, and becoming the confidant and
companion that the other one needs, is
the true magic and beauty of any two
people together.

It's inspiring each other’s dream
or feeling. It's having faith in each
other and not giving up, even when all
the odds say quit. It's allowing each
other to be vulnerable, to be himself or
herself, even when the opinions or

thoughts
aren'tin total
agree- ment or
exactly what
you'd like them
to be. It's
getting involved
and showing
interest in each
other, really
listening and be-
ing available,
the way any best
friend should

be. Exactly three things need to b re-
membered in @ marriage if it is to be a
mutual bond of sharing, caring and lov-
ing throughout life: LOVE, TRUST and
FORGIVE.

District Missionary Vivian Oliver
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Then Peter said, Silver
and gold have I none;
but such as I have 1
give thee: In the
name of Jesus Christ
of Nazareth rise up
and walk.

Name It. Claim It.

Believe It. Receive

It. Prosperity and
Poverty.

Mark 4:19

And the cates of this
world, and the deceit-
fulness of riches, and
the lusts of other
things entering in,
choke the word, and it
becometh unfruitful.

Pressure Cooker
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Let’s Talk Life Insurance

Life Insurance is the foundation of financial security for most middle income
families. In today’s economy making sure you have the proper coverage for you
and your family is essential. People purchase life insurance to make up for what
they don't have in cash and retirement savings, to take care of financial needs
should they die prematurely. When it comes to purchasing life insurance, there are
three questions you should ask yourself. The first is how much coverage do I need?
The second should be what kind of life insurance is best suited for my situation? The
third should be how long do I need to be covered?

Industry experts recommend 8-10 times your annual income. For some
people that figure is not necessarily in your budget. What you need to do in that
case is to compare what you need vs. what you can afford and meet in the middle.
You may want to seek professional advice before making such an important decision
concerning your family’s financial future. Next we will talk about the three most
common types of life insurance on the market today. The three most common are
Term life, Universal life, and Whole life.

Term Life insurance is one the most poplar types of insurance sold today.
Industry experts recommend it because it gives you the most coverage for the least
amount. This type of insurance covers you for a specified amount of time i.e., 10,
15 or 20 years. The coverage amount is fixed and so is the length of time. At the
end of your term you can renew it for the same or a lesser amount. The only draw
back is that if you choose to renew it, your premium will be set for the age you are
at the time of renewal which for some can be expensive.

Universal life insurance is a permanent form of life insurance which will last
you your entire life. The premiums and the coverage amount are flexible. This type
of plan has a feature that will allow you to build cash value inside of your policy for
the future. The rate at which it builds will vary from company to company. The
money you build in the policy is yours for you to do with what you please. It also
will allow you to borrow money from your policy for emergencies. This can be a very
complicated policy to understand so seek professional advice if you are considering
purchasing this type of plan.

Lastly is Whole life, this also a permanent plan and the name says it all.
This plan will last you your whole life. This the least commonly sold on the market
today because it is the most expensive. This plan also has a cash value feature built
in. You will often see older individuals with this type of plan and the coverage
amount is usually $25,000 or less. The premiums and the coverage amount in this
plan are fixed.

Hopefully this will give insight on what's on the market today. If you only
have life insurance through work please make sure you understand what you have.
Find out if you can take it with you if you leave the company, and if so find out how
much it will cost you. Beware of only having AD&D coverage, which stands for acci-
dental death and dismemberment. This will only pay out if you die in an accident or
suffer loss of a limb in an accident. This is generally very cheap for a lot of cover-
age. Always remember you get what you pay for.

Deacon Kerry Rivers
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APRIL 8, 2009—
New Believers’ Chris-
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Gainesville, F1.—7:30

Women’s Conference
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Generation, COGIC
Gainesville, FI.—6 am

Easter Sunrise Service
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Reality television shows like without works is dead.” With that in
“The Real Housewives of Atlanta” and mind, HE has given us tools and re-
“Kimora Lee Simmons Life in the Fab sources to weather the financial storm.

Lane” represents images and ideals that
everyday people are trying to emulate.
In laymen terms, society still is infatu-
ated with Keeping up with the Jones’s
versus living within their means. This
phenomenon is the impetus to this
month’s financial tip: BUDGETING!

There are many online re-
sources that will assist you in creating a
budget for you and your family. One of
my favorites that I personally use can
be found at http://
financialplan.about.com/cs/budgeting/I/
blbudget.htm. This document affords

Budgeting denotes a plan speci- you the opportunity to truly see where
fying how resources, especially time or your treasure is. Remember Matthew
money, will be allocated or spent during  6:21 reminds us that “for where your

a particular period. Key word being treasure is, there will your heart be
PLAN! Creating a personal budget re- also. As people of God we have become
quires one to be disciplined and actively  too consumed with adding “things” to
give thought as to how one will spend/ our earthly possessions, living above
allocate scarce resources. During tough our means, and creating reasons why
economic times, rising unemployment we can't pay our tithes. It’s time to be-
rates, and unstable financial markets it come financially healthy and responsi-
is imperative that we as people of God ble. Use of some type of written

not only trust and depend on HIM to be BUDGET will help you devise a PLAN to
our provider, but also become good show God where your heart and treas-
stewards over what he has already pro- ure truly lies!

vided. The Bible declares that “faith Christopher L. Thomas

Have you ever felt like you were in a pressure cooker, waiting for your
“top” to pop off? Pressure cooking is a method used to cook things quickly. With
extremely high temperatures, steam is used to ensure the food is thoroughly pre-
pared. Airtight pots are used to prevent both air and liquids from escaping. The
boiling point of the water rises as the pressure increases. Similarly, we feel
pressed into airtight spaces with no way to escape when God allows us to endure
multiple situations at once. Generally, we find ourselves getting antsy to have our
issues resolved. If God permits the situations for a period of time, we may begin
to wonder why they are occurring and desire for them to come to an end. Even
more so, we may begin to complain or feel like it is too much for us to handle.
What do we do when we feel like we are being pressed in a small pot, ready to ex-
plode because of the emotional frenzy we are experiencing?

First, we must note that God will never put more on us than we can bear.
He only allows us to go through what we can actually get through. Recognize that
God may actually let us endure multiple issues at once because He is looking for a
right now praise or He needs us to quickly get done with this season and walk into
new territory. Did it ever occur to you, at the time of your circumstances, He was
ensuring that certain things did not escape from your life (i.e. praise and wor-
ship)?. As the boiling point of water rises when the pressure increases in a pot,
God may be facilitating the growth of your anointing while your dilemmas seem to
increase. Don't fret, what seems to be meant for bad can actually turn around for
your good (Rom 8:28). And the Lord may be doing a quick work! So when you
feel like complaining, bless God instead for considering you worthy and capable of
quickly arriving to a new dimension in Him. Be blessed.

Change Your Mind About Your Circumstances! — Evg. A. Edwards
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Prosperity and Poverty

The dictionary defines prosperity as
“an economic state of growth with rising prof-
its”. Many people today are consumed with the
idea of prosperity. They want to gain financial
security and economic advancement. How-
ever, extreme focus on prosperity reveals the
heart of men and women who may love money
more than God. Unfortunately, many
churches have found themselves entangled in
this financial focus. Because of this we find
services, commercials, and basic conversations
highlighting money more than the pursuit of
spiritual growth. If “God shall supply all your
need according to his riches in glory” (Phil
4:19) , owns “the cattle upon a thousand
hills” (Ps. 50:10), “is able to do exceeding
abundantly above all
that we ask or /1

think” (Eph. 3:20), -

and promises to pro- f\h
vide all the other NEN
things we need if we \p

“hunger and thirst

after [him]” (Matt.

5:6), then why are we plagued with fighting
for money that is already “laid up for the
just” (Prov.13:22) and belongs to them that
truly belong to him?

Unfortunately, it appears that the eco-
nomic hardships we face are a direct result of
our spiritual poverty. The current economic
state of the world has led to a greater preoc-
cupation with financial security. But, the more
and more we discuss money, the less time we
have to discuss our true need for another type
of prosperity: spiritual prosperity. It is of ut-
most importance. Thus, if we continuously
desire money we may discover that our spiri-
tual prosperity accounts are empty. Don't get

Name It. Claim It. Believe It. Receive It.

me wrong, it is ok to want nice things. In fact,
the children of God should have nice things.

However, it should
not be our ex-
pectation to receive
them in lieu of
trusting God and
living in accor-

dance to His word. Financial increase may
lead to spiritual poverty if the focus in getting
there is in the wrong place. We cannot spend
all of our time investing finances in worldly
systems and trying to attain jobs to acquire
worldly possessions. That time must be
matched or exceeded by worship unto God.

When is the last time you thought of
money? How much of your time do you give
to financial planning, spending, and obtaining
money? Do you feel your security lies in
money? “Money answers all
things” (Ecc.10:19) meaning it is able to pay
the bill for everyday living, but “the love of
money is the root of all evil” (1 Ti. 6:10),
meaning if you want it more than God and for
the sake of looking rich, then there is a prob-
lem deeper than you may have imagined. If
your daily focus is finances, then please take
this time to examine your heart because God
is doing the same. I guarantee if you make
Him first, He will work things together for your
good. Evangelist A. D. Edwards

Personal Study Corner—The power of Christ is
more valuable than the riches of the earth. We should
cherish that power, especially since God has given it to us
as a gift and its wealth surpasses that of all money, jew-
els, and other fine treasures combined (see Acts 3:6 &
then study about the power that allows man to rise and
walk. Would YOU rather have a dollar bill or that power?
Which should YOU ask for during YOUR personal devotion?
Which makes YOU most wealthy in God’s sight?)




