Dzyinzty

,We ['c Ome to Divinity!
This is our year to regain focus. God’s people somehow seem to have gotten
sidetracked with the things of this world. However, Divine Ministry has an ex-
treme focus on the word of God. We see what Abba Father has prepared and
Apﬁll 2010 not what the world offers. God has declared promotion this year. Thus, we

) see advancement in spite of the recession. We pray you join us in tuning your
Volume 2, Issue 2 vision and sight into the heavenly realm. That is the place where there is no

fear and your expected end can be reached. Let’s go higher together! We

pray this 6" issue of Divinity helps you to obtain focus and defeat the obvious.

Special Interest
Articles:

What You Doig't \Whmewt You Donodot Know Can Hur
Can Hurt You

Fi‘IIS“Cia;Y Every year millions of Americans pay hundreds of millions of dollars in fees to
EEE banks and other financial institutions. Most of which can be attributed to a
Is the Famine Destroy- 2 lack of knowledge of policies and procedures. Anyone that owns a checking or

—Evangelist Anntwanique D. Edwards, Ed.S.

ing Your Wealth? savings account should be aware of the minimum balance requirement or

N A.D. Bdwards other potential charges. Fees applied because of nonsufficient funds and un-
Unspoken Words 3 available funds are very common. One of the biggest of fees P
fi Christopher Thomas of them all is the overdraft fee. Although online banking ,
Focus: A Catalyst for 4 helps you keep better track of your money, nothing is better

Change than pencil and paper and keeping a register to track your ! T
fi Lorenzo Savage I1 expenses. Don't be afraid to ask questions so you can have a

The Love of God 5 better understanding of how you may be affected by this.

I Iy Beleie Something else that you want to familiarize yourself with is holds. Merchants

place holds on credit card transactions as well as debit card transactions that
you sign for and process as a credit. These holds typically last for three days.

Divine Ministry Be aware purchases that are made with your debit card over the weekend
Primary Business Address: (Friday-Sunday) are treated just like you made it on Monday and they are
2148 NW 76th PL processed and post to your account on Tuesday. Also be aware of deposit
Gainesville, FL. 32653 holds. Knowing the cutoff times in your local area for same day posting can
help you avoid holds. Take advantage of direct deposit as well. Merchants can
Phone: (352) 222-8656 place holds on non-local checks for up to 11 business days. Some of these

E-mail: ade0201@yahoo.com 4|45 do vary by the bank, so please consult your local banker if you are unfa-
miliar with the policies. Again don't be afraid to ask questions and don't be
caught unaware. You work for your money, so take the steps to educate

For booking information, .
yourself to keep most of it in your pocket. *Proverbs 21:20 (see page 3)

contact Michelle Durant at
(352) 281-5164 —Kerry Rivers
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CALENDAR
of UPCOMING
ENGAGEMENTS

April 30, 2010

Hope to the World
Gainesville, FL
Pastor Robinsky Reed
Women’s Conference
7:00 pm

May 15, 2010

Greater Prayer Temple
Bronson, FL

Pastor Louis Nelson
Women'’s Conference
7:00 pm

July 8 or 9, 2010 (TBD)
International AIM Conf.
Church of God in Christ
Charlotte, NC

“Revival Fire ” Service

Please come to support
Evg. A.D. Edwards
and Divine Ministry
during this special
services.

S
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Is the Famine Destroying Your Wealth?

Look all around you. We are living in a recession. A famine has neared itself
to us and people are crying out for comfort. Traditionally, that comfort is
sought through wealth and financial gain. It is presumed that wealth will bring
peace and stability. We believe isolation, brokenness and poverty will be de-
stroyed if we obtain dollar bills. After all, doesn’t money pay the bills? Not
necessarily. Those who possess lots of money but no financial wisdom gener-
ally falter in the economic system. People fail to understand the foundation of
the economy, yet they place all of their hopes in it. We believe that more
money means more things. Well, that depends on who you are and how you
spend or invest your money. Moreover, even when money is adequately used,
it is limited to things only. The treasures in life are captured in poverty!

People who endure the hardships of poverty understand the importance of
hope. They learn the value of a strong work ethic. Impoverished
people appreciate the effort it takes to acquire small things.
Those who are poor understand the ramifications of losing
things. In poverty, people be- come warriors because they
must fight against injustices. Poor people seem to hold
onto love because they may have nothing else. Ask those in
third world countries, ask your brothers who have no bread
to stunt the groaning of their stomach when they are hungry,
ask the child who cries for food, ask the rich man who loses eve-
rything, and then ask Christ who remained poor in spirit
for your sake. (see Mat- thew 5 for the riches gained
through poverty) You are in a battle, but it is not be-
tween money and the lack thereof. The battle is be-
tween one mindset and another; perseverance vs. hopelessness. We are in a
famine, but your strength is not in dollar bills.

Proverbs 10:15 declares, “the rich man’s wealth [is] his strong city: the de-
struction of the poor [is] their poverty. The Matthew Henry commentary de-
notes two interpretations of this scripture. One reveals that both the poor and
rich make common mistakes in looking at their outward condition. The com-
mentary says that rich people will mistakenly declare their wealth as their
strong city, but money is insufficient to protect them spiritually. Meanwhile,
the poor will allow their lack of wealth to bring forth personal condemnation
and even depression. They allow their spirits to become weak and lose com-
fort, but forget their faith shall supply their needs. Poverty should be deemed
as a teaching ground. If one embraces it, learns the lessons taught and re-
mains faithful to God, then wealth is on its way! The spiritual wealth acquired
through a famine season cannot be taken back. Persevere through faith and
hold onto love (God) during your moment of poverty.

—Evangelist Anntwanique D. Edwards, Ed.S.
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Unspoken Words

The Lenten season represents a time of sacrifice, consecration, and a pe-
riod where believers engulf themselves in the word of God. But here’s a
question for you: Have you ever gone through a crisis or trial and no
words seemed to give you comfort? To make matters worse, even the
word of God offered little to no comfort? If
you were to be honest with yourself, there are
times when we feel annoyed when the
saints would offer us a word such as: “He
won't put more on you than you can bear”
or “trouble don't last always?” While you
believe the word of God, could it have
been that you just didn’t want to hear it?
If you answered in the affirmative then have
no fear because you are not alone. Yet,
God provides support in other ways. As disciples, often times we forget
that there is strength, comfort, and purpose even in the unspoken words.

Recall the story of Mary and her alabaster box. (Matthew 26:1-7) As they
plotted to crucify Jesus, learning that HE was nearby at the Pharisee’s
house Mary came and anointed Jesus’ body with very expensive perfume.
As the incomparable CeCe Winans reminds us, in the lyrics to Alabaster
Box, “although she said no words everything she said was heard; as she
poured onto the Master from her box of Alabaster”. This simple act, while
seen as wasteful to some, was her way of preparing Jesus for his burial.
Daily we encounter people that are broken and dying on the inside. The
exterior of one’s being is a great cover or mask of the internal strife that
happens within each of us. Contrary to some belief, one does not have to
know the root of the problem to offer resolution or provide comfort. A
simple smile, hug, or acknowledgment of someone’s presence may be all
they need to make it through the day.

So my young brothers, | say to you today, use the tools and gifts you
possess to make a difference. You may not be a bible toting scripture
quoting brother, but a kind gesture may be just what the doctor ordered
to positively impact someone’s life. If you get the opportunity today
make sure you express love. Remember, it’s not all in what you say,
rather what you do. Those Unspoken Words or acts of kindness just
might win a soul for Christ today!

-Christopher Thomas, Sr.

Scriptures

HOSEA 4:6 My people
are destroyed for lack
of knowledge: because
thou hast rejected
knowledge, I will also
reject thee, that thou
shalt be no priest to
me: seeing thou hast
forgotten the law of
thy God, I will also
forget thy children.

Be knowledgeable.

PROVERBS 21:20
[There is] treasure to
be desired and oil in
the dwelling of the
wise; but a foolish
man spendeth it up.
Be wealthy.

I TIMOTHY 4:13 Until
I get there, focus on
reading the Scriptures
to the church, encour-
aging the believers,
and teaching them.
(New Living Transla-
tion). Be focused.

Wedre on

www.divineministry.net
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Focus: A Catalyst for Change

Have you ever noticed the impact that
small drops of water can have when
they repeatedly fall in the exact same
spot over an extended period of

time? While seemingly small and in-
significant, these tiny water droplets
can act as catalysts for change and
carve out a hole in
a stone (given
enough time) sim-
ply by falling in the
same spot over
and over

again. Thisis a
testament to the
power of focus.

The reason that many of us some-
times feel overwhelmed or as if we
are spinning our wheels and not mak-
ing any real progress in certain areas
of our lives is because many of us
lack focus. Focus, in this particular
example, means the ability to concen-
trate our attention and energy on one
particular thing. It's not always the
case that we don’t know where we
want to go or what we want to ac-
complish. Many of us have very clear
hopes and dreams. For us, these
things are “in focus.” However, our
real issue is that sometimes our ener-
gies are too divided among many
things in order for us to be effective in
any one thing.
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If we are going to be effective in tak-
ing real, measurable steps towards
our goals, we have to clear out the
clutter, remove unnecessary distrac-
tions, and narrow our focus. The Bi-
ble says in James 1:8 that a double-
minded man is unstable in all
his ways. While this can be
read as speaking to one’s
faith when making requests of
God, it is relevant because
you must have the same sin-
gularity of mind when putting
your strength into pressing
towards your goals.

This means that we need to prioritize
our passions. Decide which things are
the most relevant and immediate
goals and focus your attention on
them. Then when you have achieved
those goals, set your sights on what
you want to accomplish next. Some
of our aspirations are ongoing, like
being a good parent. However, it is
possible to be a good parent and still
go back to school. On the other
hand, it may be more difficult to be a
good parent, go back to school, start
a catering business, train for a triath-
lon, and run for elected office!

Let’s not stress ourselves out by
spreading ourselves too thin. God
gives us dreams and He can help us
to fulfill them all, but we must seek
His timing for the manifestation of
each purpose. Put all your strength
and focus into what He has given you
for right now, and watch the power of
that focus bear great fruit!

—Lorenzo Savage Il
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The Love of God

God’s Love and Blessings have surrounded and protected me
throughout my life. | will be welcoming retirement in the very near
Trustin the LORD  with all your heart future and with the prospect of this great milestone on the horizon,
and lean not on your own I have cause to look back and review how God’s Love has impacted
understanding; in all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will direct my life. First of all, know that I continually give God ‘Praise’ for
your paths. how he has watched over and cared for me and mine over the
Proverbs 3,56  years. I give him ‘Thanks’ for successfully guiding me through
some difficult issues that | thought were insurmountable. | have no
doubt that at some of my most difficult times, He not only guided
me through, but He also carried me across. | know for sure, whatever challenges or accomplishments
that have impacted my life at any given time; the constant in my life has been the Love of My Heavenly
Father. Another stable in my life has been the “Serenity Prayer”. I say the words to this prayer on
nearly a daily basis or sometimes multiple times a day depending on the tribulation facing me. With the
Serenity Prayer, | ask God to give me the serenity to accept those things that | cannot change, the cour-
age to change the things that | can change and the wisdom to know the difference. 1 believe that God
hears me and as the young people would say, "He has my back”. 1 believe this because I have always
come through my trials with calmness and peace, although everything seemed to be falling down around
me. With this simple prayer and my belief that God’s Love will remove all obstacles, I have achieved
goals and overcome obstacles that | would have thought were insurmountable.

As | look back at each chapter of my life, | can see examples of how the Love of God has carried me
through. 1 look at how | was born to a single teenage mother, yet God provided me two loving guardian
angels to protect and raise me into adulthood. Through God’s Love I found a husband whom I've shared
37 years and still counting with. When my husband was diagnosed with life-long debilitating disease,
God stepped right in and provided my family with everything we needed to maintain and be strong.
God’s Love has helped me to accomplish educational attainments that I never had any dream of aspiring
to or accomplishing. But as I look back, I know without a doubt that it is because of God’s Love that I
have achieved what | consider to be my -

greatest and most cherished accom-
plishment of my life, and that is being
the mother of three wonderful daugh-

ters who bring joy and happiness to my

life on a daily basis.

As someone who is looking forward to

retirement and who has experienced the

Blessings of God’s Love throughout my
life, | say to all when you are Loved by

God, and when you truly love him back

in return, All Things are Possible!

—Beverly Edwards, Ed.D.

gﬁver in the next.
Amen. \

The Serenity Prayer

God grant me the serenity

to accept the things | cannot change;
courage to change the things | can;
and wisdom to know the difference.

Living one day at a time;
Enjoying one moment at a time;
Accepting hardships as the pathway to
peace;

Taking, as He did, this sinful world

as it is, not as | would have it;

Trusting that He will make all things right
if | surrender to His Will;

That | may be reasonably happy in this life
and supremely happy with Him




